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Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2220 Executive Drive O Lexington, KY 46525 www.khsaa.org @ (850)299-5472 (859)207-5892 (fax)

December 29, 2009

Mr. Dîck Richards
998 Club Drive
Goshen, KY 40026

Dear Mr. Richards:

Your correspondence dated Decem ber's, 2009 to the KHSAA regarding the Title IX Re-visit to
Nodh Oldham High School (aNOHS'') on October 13, 2009 has been referred to me for a response. In
your letter you stated that yOu had spoken to Oldham County Schools Superintendent Paul Upchurch
about the construction of ($'NOHS'')'s field house, and he had stated that he was simply following
KHSAA standards when he designed and built the boy's field house. In response to your specific
questions, there is no such specific KHSAA standard in regards to constructing a field house. ln
addition no representative from this office was constllted during the planning process at (''NOHS'') for
the construction of their new facility,

Reba W oodall, the Iead auditor for the North Oldham High School re-visit, requésted
documentation that addressed the issue of team assignmeots for a(I locker-rooms, a rotation schedute
for team uniforms, and guidelines for travel and per diem allowances. The deadline for submitting
these documents to the KHSAA was November 30, 2009. At this time our office is in receipt of aIl of
these documents and therefore, the report in regards to (1iNOHS'') is officially complete. The KHSAA
reserves the right to rè-visit any schoos to assess how they are progressing on corrective action
recommendations. W e have tentatively pàanned to return to North Oldham High School in February to
assess how they are progressing in regards to recent corrective action.

recom mendations.

W e are also in receipt of the recommendations that you have suggested and will certainly take
them into consideration as We continue to work with 0ur mem ber schools on compliance with Title IX. '
Your ongoing interest concerning gender equity issues in regards to (''NOHS'') is appreciated and we
look forward to any other thoughts and suggestions yoO may have. Please feel free to contact me at
your earliest convenience if you have any more questions,

Sincerely,
'j -

Darren Bilberry
Assistant Com missioner

Approved as to form and content:

Com missioner Brigid L. Devriès

Paul Upchurch, Superintendent Oldham County Schools
Lisa Jarrett, North Oldham High School Principal
Tom Clemons, North Oldham High School Athletic Director
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NOHS parent m ay seek rul'lng on Iocker room

By By Mickey Patterson, Sports Editor, The Oldham Era

$ 4 . .' i Gosi-iEN - while officials with the state's high school athletic association
' 

. 
are satisfied, the issue of unequal facilities at Nofth Oldham High School

1 # may soon move to federal coud.
t li

. . . a g41 ' j
' ' . NOHS parent Dick Rlchards, who has a daughter on the Lady Mustangs
'j a . track teamr said he plans to pursue the fight against what he calls ''blatant

' ' '' discfimination'' ageinst female athletes at NOHS.
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. * # Rlchards first brought the issue to light in 2008 when the school opened it's

new football/track complex including a fieldhouse with a football locker
'' ' ,' room and a visitor's locker room.
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Upon initial inspedion in Octobeq officials from the Kentucky High School
Athletic Associatinn said the school gave male athletes a ''dlstinot
advantage/ ln facilities use. In response, NOHS oflkials movad the girls;

track program inte the visitor's Iotker room to use during the sprlng track season,

Vhe bottom Iine is they have not made it equal and I am nct stoppingj''
Richards said. ''I am either going to re-file my complaint with the state or file
a Title IX complaint in federal court in Louisville-''
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Congress enacted Title IX in 1972 to protect people from discrimination
based on sex in edtlcatiônal activities or prsgrams that receive federal
funds.

The ad states, ''N: person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex,
be excluded from padicipation in, be denied the benofits of, or be subjected
to discrimination under any program or adivity receiving federal financiaj
assistance.''

The move has been given the seal of apprûval by the KHSM  ln a report issued

Monday afler KHSM  ûffidals re-visited NOHS and toured the Iocker room.

In the report, officials note several improvements induding framed motivational pfints emphasizing
female athletes and the instailatlon of dressing benches in front of the Iockers.
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The Iatest KHSAA report said NOHS officials showed a ''sincere ee rl'' to provide equal facilities and
commended school oKcials.

The report closed with a summary stating:

i'According to data received from the school and obsefvations of KHSM  officials, aI1 lareas of concem'
designated in the Title IX audit repod from the Od. 13, 2009, school visit have been addressed, and no
further aditm is deemed necessary at this time.''

Although the KHSAA notes aII issues have been addressed, Richards alleges that officials from NOHS
and Oldham County Schools are ahiding behind the KHSM .J'

He said his complaint is still based on the girls' track team is using a facility deslgned for boys, only for
the track season and is only one-quarter of the entire fieldhouse.

fdl-here is no secret here, it's as clear as it can possibly be,'' Richards said. d'It is unequal and the school
system is continuing this discriminaticn.''

NOHS principal Lisa Jarrett disagrees.

''W e followed the recommendations of the KHSAA,'' Jarrett said. Vhey were in agraement that we hed
met the requirements and actually exceeded them, I think.''

Jarrett said school officials are .'100 percent satisfied,'' with the solution.

''As far as we are concerned our team that is out there is very pleased,M Jarrett said. drwelre going to
move forward. If somethin: else comes up we will deal with it.''

Under federal law, anyone who beiieves there has been an ad of discrimination based on sex against
any person orgroup engaged in an activity tbat receives financial funds from the Department of
Education can file a complaint with the depaftment's Office of Civil Rlghts. That office will conslder the
fepod and investlgate lf necessary.
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'The fad of the matter is this is a federal Iaw and it ls the 1aw of the IandI'' Rlchards said.

E-mail us about this story at: sports@cldhamera.com.
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Title IX regulations under fire at NO HS

è 1 : i I l : some say a high school's million-dollar fieldhouse has a figurative 'No oirls
- . . A Allowed' sign Out front.l 

4,
-. . . The alleqation has prompted officlals from Kentucky High School Athletic! j

. . Associatlon reexamine whether Nodh Oldham High School is meeting Title
- , ! IX requirements,

. )
.. :# NOHS parent Dick Richards, who has a daughter on the Lady Mustangs'I ; - 

,track team, says unequal access to the school s new fieldhouse raises
,. A issues of gender inequality.
. # .

The fieldhouse next to th9 NOHS football stadium/track complex serves as

pgt) the Iccker room for the Mustang football team.2
#/#.> atyoijr ''The core of the problem is there are unequal facilities,'' Rlchards said.U# .

, 'What really strikes me is Inow the school system conceived this, funded itf- elllp 24
,/7:1 and built it without seeing tize inequiw of it.'

SDMSWO .6*t1#7 According to an initial Title Ix report by t:e KHSM, the fieldhouse Iocker
room usage gives the male athletes '.a definite and dlstind advantage to

SWOPP the boys in the lncker room portion. The field house has two Iocker rooms
A LKA AY t'sed only by boys.''
A'R > er l * The report states school officials are aware of the need to provide female

athletes access to the facility.

By Mickey Patterson, Eports Editoq The Oldham Era
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p The KHSAA required NOHS to submit an assignment sheet for aII Iocker
room: and show that the visitors' Iocker room in the field house Is
accessible to female athletes.

Since that visit in July, NOHS officials have made the visitipg team Iocker,k ,! . . 4 4. jroom available tö the glrls track team. KHSAA assistant commissioner
Darren Bilberry re-visited the school Feb. 26 to see what school officials

. 
' k. ow jtt. x a have tone for the girls' track team. Bilberry's final report hasn't been

. y,.e .. rejeased.
The room in question is adached to the football Iocker room and has two
separate entrances. There are more than 100 lockers. It has five urinals
apd three toilets. There are four sinks and two waterfountains along with a
communal shower room wEth eight showers.

NOHS officials and coaches say they believe they've met the needs of the team.

'It's a multi-purpose building and in the spring it is the girls' track Itmker roomr'' NOHS athletic dlredor
Tom Clemons said, HWe have to dea! with what we are given and this is what we have. W e feel Iike the
board gave us a very nice buitding with ourwhole stadium project and we are trying to make the best
use of it'

Clemons said three girls' teams at NOHS - track, basketball and volleyball - have designated Iocker
fcoms. SoAball and tennis players use a PE Iocker room to change before heading to theirfield or couds
whlle cross country runnel's practice o' oampus and can either change in the PE room or the Creasey
Mahan Nature Preserve where they practice.

Richards, however, still has several issues with the Iocker room including the time female athletes are
permitted ta use it and the space provided,

Weather
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i'Irs Iike setting up a new chemistry wing and saying the boys get te use the new one and the girls can
have the oId oner'' Richards said. 'llt's still the o1d one. The reality is that if s the visitors' locker room.
Even if theyjot to use it the whole year instead of just for the track season, it's still only one-quader of
the building.

Richards said he first contaded the Oldham County Board of Education to express hIs conœ rns in the
fall of 20:8,

He said board members have denied his requests to add the topic to the board's monthiy agenda.

Instead, he spoko during the board's February meeting. W hen he exoeeded the allotted three mlnutes,
board members ultimately asked him to quit speaklng.

Richards has contacted the KHSAA on the matter and has also filed a complaint w1th the U,S.
Depadment of Education's civil rights office.

NOHS track coach James Schoolersaid he believes the new locker roem will more than meet the needs
of a growing program, Schooler expeds somewhere between 45-50 athletes tojoin the team this year.

He's added inspirational photos on the walls and is having NOHS students paint iil-ady Mustangs Track'r (Required fields are bold)
on the Iocker room wall, There are two placards with Lady Mustangs track on the walls next to one
entrance as well,

Schooler said each member of the team will have a Iocker with their name on it and the events they
compete in during the season.
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ilWefre going to flx it up and make it ours, but as it stands right now you can't get much betterr'' Schooler
said. 'dlt gives us plenty of room and it's an area We can make our own and be proud of.''

Members of the Lady Mustangs team toured the area for the first time March 1, the first day of outdoor
practice.

''1 am excited about this and l think everyone else is too,'' NOHS runner Jessica Anders said. ?It feels Iike
we are a real program now and we have a home.''

E-mail us about this story at: spods@oldhamera.com.
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Print this qrticle l E-mail this artlgle 1 IX,'.'.'.'.& ï.LL.,
Title IX allegations are disappointing 40 years
later

To the editor:
' 

1 1 l 1 ' B ck in the 1970s I worked in the Detroit area as a parent volunteer. a
. 

implementing the guidelines of Title IX when the Iaw was still fairly new and
$ $. ! . understandably net yet fully implemented ln schnol systems.

.4. . . a
' 1 was amazed to read in the article èlNo Girl: Allowed'' that some 30 years

' 
.. . . 

Iater Our Oldham County school board and school administrators still do no1
> ; .' seem fully informcd about and prepared to implemenl the provisions of this

. . far reachlng Iaw.1

A . 
' .. Jane A. Lapinskii .. .

Goshen
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lssue of gender inequality for athletes at NO HS
is clear

To the editor:

l l I ' 1 I would like to thankThe oldham Era forshedding some Iight on the school
. : district's inequalities with respect to gender in its athletic programs.

!$ k -
. .. .. u I also appredate your effods to present a balanced story by giving

. . . ;

' 

'
- . viewpcints from both sides of the issue. However, by closing the article with

. . . six paragraphs on how nice the recent use of the facility has been for the'
# irls without a single mention of hew the faoility has been so much nicer for9

,. a ' ' the boys, the pendulum swung back too far and the article seemed to Iosej
' it$ balance-

) . ' ## .. The facts are:

vehldes Jlyotr
- ,,-.w  , . Up until a month ago, the girls have been denied any use of thosefffl- 0e Z4// dr facilises and only now get to use one

-fourtb of the NOHS facility for one-
--'- 

Inalf of the school year.Sam pp:. .com

. In addition to the existing facility at SOHS, the school district built a $1 ,1
million boys' facility at NOHS and a $1.4 million boys facility at OCHS;

Swope
W A LKAW AY
! 2 Aep?s qyz: ra. . r'

# # . 4 *

>  &. . . , .-. . . .

Those are the facts and they aren't in dispute. lt would be a shame for
those facts to get obscured ln the interest of being balanced,

1 do give the schoel distrid credit for taking a smali stop in the right
direction, butthere is a long way to go.

Dick Richards

Goshen
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Use of Iocker room s at NO HS is a non-issue

:. .. To the editor:' l ! t. .1

$ # . .. -

. x This is the third year my daughter has run for the Lady Mustangs' track and. # r
. ' . field team. Actually this year I have two girls running for the Lddy Mustangs
! k track team.

4 ' ''

j * 'X
. y. l have a few comments regarding the article in the March 18 edition cf The

Oldham Era.

0ver2000
7 -

pvhjjgl PJ 1) You are a day Iate and a dollar short, Talk about being late, the girls
. , - locker room has been ready and in use s@nce the first day of the season.film rtîp 24/7 at

The girls have a huge, beautiful Iocker room with plenty of roo gm close' 

ope access to the track, that completely meets their needs, What is the issue?
A LKAW AY

12 A6egf9 zetvfq
K'Kï'T WICK QTNFIH N :,

#

- - 

3) The girls' track team does not need a girls track room during football1 ' ' # . : : season. As a parent l am pleased that the school makes the best use of
. space.

r ''- elrv-za
: lt doesn't seem prudent to have a room dedlcated to a partitxlar team that

only uses that room three to four months out ef a year.

Betsy Lowe

Goshen
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2) The school has been under construdion for the past two and a half
years. Tom Clemons is corred - they have made the best use of the space
they had prior to having the field house completed.

3/30/2010
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Kentucky High School Athletic Association
2220 Executive Drive O Lexington, KY 40505 www.khsaa.org O (859)299-5472 (859)293-5099 (fax)

April 10, 2010

Lisa Jarrett, Principal
Nodh Oldham High School
1815 South Highway 1793
Goshen, KY 40026

Dear Ms. Jarrett:

Enclosed please find the final report from the KHSAA in regards to the Title IX
foilow-up visit that was done by Gary Lawson and myself on February 25, 2010. The
purpose of this visit was to check on the progress of North Oldham High School
personnel in providing female student-athletes access to the new football field house.
Included in this report are the sport specific female student-athletes that will now utilize
the new field house, the updates that have been made to the field house to make it
m ore ''female friendly,'' and an overall summary of the improvements made at North
Oldham High School to improve their athletic programs,

W e appreciate the time and esort that you and the other Nodh Oldham High
School personnel have put into im proving the areas of concern that were noted on the
Title IX re-visit repod, as well as your cooperation and diligence in working with our Title
IX Audit staff to complete this goal.

Please feel free to contact me at your convenience if you have any other questions
and concerns.

Sin er )y, ''

Darren Bilberry
Assistant Cofnmissioner

XC: Tom Clemons, Nodh Oldham High School Athletic Director
Paul Uphurch, Oldham County Schools Superintendent
Paul Mimless, Olice of Civil Rights
Brigid L. Devries, KHSAA Commissioner
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TO : N orth O ldham High School Title IX File

FROM : G ary Law son, Title IX  Auditor and
Bilberry

Assistant Com missioner Darren

RE: Progress Report on North Oldham High School Field House lmprovements

Date; April 10, 2010

Background Reasons for Visit

This partial review was intended to check the progm ss of North Oldham High School
in providing female athletes acoess to the fûvisitor'' dressing room at the football field
house. The visit revealed that the girls track team

, w'ith approxiznately thirty (30)
participants, will be using the field house dressing room dtlring the upcoming spring
sports season. School officials have eompleted several projects which make the dressing
room much more female-friendly. These projeds include, but are not limited to, the
following:

@ a collage of pictures of past track teams;
* a shadow box with memorabilia from a past state championship member of the

North Oldham track team;
* all inspirational quote of encottragement painted on tlze wall;
* installation of dressing benches in front of the lockers;
* a permanent motivational message board on the entryway wall;
* several fzamed motivational prints emphasizing female athletes;
* magnetic name plates have been ordered for lockers of track members.

In addition to the updates to the field house, North Oldhnm Hig.h School has added
glass display cases outside of the gym recognizing athletic accomplishments of both male
and female student-athletes as well as several new banners in the gymnasium highlighting
additional athletic achievements of all student-atllletes.

The completion of this project appeal.s to show a sincere effort by the school to
provide eqttivalence in the area of f ocker Rooms, Practice and Competitive Facilitics.

School offkials were commended for their recent accomplishments in this area and
encouraged to continue in this endeavor.

Summary

According to data reeeived from the school and observations of KHSAA offkials
, al1

ibareas of concern '' designated in the Title IX audit report from the October 13, 2009
school visit have been addressed, and no further action is deemed necessary at this time

.



To: Darren Bilbeny
CC: Lisa Jarrett, Principal, Tom Clemons, Athletic Director, North Oldham High School
From: Gary W . Lawson
Suhiect: Follow-up Visit to Nolbth Oldhnnn High School te: Titte IX issues
Date: February 25, 2010

Baekground Reasons for Visit

This partial review was intendçd to check the progress of North Oldham High School in
providing female athldes access to the tmvisitor'' dressing room at the football field house.
The visit revealed that the girls track team, w1t11 approximately ' (30) participants,
will be usl g the Seld house dressing room  duzing the upcom ing spring sports season.
School ofscials have completed several projects which make the dressing room much
more femze-friendly. These projects include, but are not limited to, the following:

* a collage of pictttres of past kack team s;
* a shadow box with memorabilia from a past state championship member of the

North 01* =  track team ;
* an inspirational quote of encomagement painted on the wall;
* installation of dressing benches in gont of the lockers;
w a permanent motivational message board on the entryway wall;
. several framed motivational plints emphasizing fem ale athletes;
* m a> etic name plates
* have been ordered for lockers of track mem bers.

The completion of tllis project appears to show a sincere effort by the school to provide
equivalence in the area of Locker Rooms, Practice and Comy titive Facilities. School
officials were comoended for their recent accomplishments m this area and enootuaged
to continue in this endeavor.

Summary

According to :1a1 received fsom the school and observations of KHSAA offcials, a11
GLareas ofconcern '' designated in the Title IX audit report from the October 13, 2009
school visit have been addressed, and no flzrfher action is deemed necessary at this time.


